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Marr ZW Xi. 5.—The laſt Clauſe, 


be Poor have the Goſpel preached to them. 


IME text is part of the anſwer which our Lord 
f gave to the queſtion of the diſciples of St. 
John the Baptiſt, who had been ſent by their maſ- 
ter to aſk Jeſus, whether He was the perſon that 
mould come; that is, whether He was the Meſ- 
ah, or whether they were to look for another. 
It hath been matter of conjecture among learned 
men, what could be the motive of the Baptiſt 
in making this inquiry; ſince he had before 
given the moſt expreſs teſtimony to the divine 
character of Chriſt, and had been informed of 
it by inſpiration from Heaven (a). Perhaps 


(a) Matth. iti, 13, 14, 15. John i, 26. 36, 
B the 
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the moſt probable ſolution of the difficulty is, 
that John was diſguſted at being kept ſo long 
in priſon. He might think himſelf of greater 
importance than to be thus neglected; and 
might ſuppoſe, that he could be uſeful in ſtill 
farther prepating the way for the Chriſtian diſ- 
penſation. The meſſage, therefore, which he 
ſent to Jeſus, might be intended as a reproof 
to him, for not interpoſing in his behalf. He 
might imagine that Chriſt, who performed ſo 
many miracles for the benefit of others, ſcarcely 
acted ſuitably to his character, in doing no ex- 
traordinary work in order to extricate his fore- 
runner from confinement. This account of the 
matter is favoured by what our Saviour hath 
obſerved, in the words immediately following 
the text; * and bleſſed 1 15 he whoſoever ſhall 
not be offended in me.” 


But whatever might be the meaning of the 
Baptiſt in the queſtion he propoſed, our Lord's 
anſwer was ſuch as clearly manifeſted his own 
divine authority; z and it was calculated, at the 
ſame time, to make John acquieſce in his con- 
duct, though he did not interpoſe to reſcue him 
out of priſon. “ The blind, ſaith Jeſus, re- 
„ ceive their ſight, and the lame walk; the 
'« Jepers are cleanſed, and the deaf hear; the 
dead are raiſed, and the poor have the goſpel 
7 | 8 preached 
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* preached to them,” That the literally poor, 
the poor in external circumſtances—are here 
ſpoken of, ſeems to admit of very little doubt, 
and is acknowledged by the beſt commenta- 
tors. Taking the text, therefore, in this 
ſenſe, we ſhall, in farther treating upon it, 

Firſt, point out the argument which hence 
ariſes in favour of Chriſtianity. 

Secondly, ſhew how ſuitable the Chriſtian 

diſpenſation is to the meaneſt of mankind; and 
then apply the ſubject. 
We are firſt to point out the argument in fa- 
vour of Chriſtianity, which ariſes from our 
Lord's having preached the goſpel to the poor. 
It 18 as a proof, or confirmation, of his divine 
miſſion, that our Saviour hath mentioned it, 
among- other particulars : and, therefore, it 
muſt, in that view, deſerve our attentive con- 
ſideration. And, 

' Firſt,” Our Lord's having preached the goſ- 
pe to the poor, is an argument in favour of 
Chriſtianity; as it was a completion of ſome 
of the ancient predictions concerning the Meſſiah. 
If the twenty-ninth chapter of Iſaiah contains a 
prophecy of Chriſt, as ſeveral learned men have 
believed; in that caſe, the regard which would 
be ſhewn, by the goſpel, to the loweſt ranks of 
* is particularly ſpecified, in the 18th and 

B 2 19th 
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rgth verſes. And in that day ſhall the deaf 
<« hear the words of the Book; and the eyes of 
<« the blind ſhall ſee out bf obſcurity and out of 
<« darkneſs. The meek alſo ſhall increaſe their 
“joy in the Lord, and the poor among men 
e ſhall rejoice in the Holy One of Iſrael.“ A 
paſſage ſomething like it, though expreſſed in a 
different manner, we have in the thirty- fifth chap- 
ter, from the fifth to the ninth verſe; where, Lam 
perſuaded, there is a direct reference to the evan - 
gelical times. Then the eyes of the blind 
„ ſhall be opened, and the ears of the deaf ſhall 
&« be unſtopped. Then ſhall the lame leap as 
« an hatt, and the tongue of the dumb ſing: 
* for in the wilderneſs ſhall waters break out, 
« and ſtreams in the deſert, And the parched 
ground ſhall become a pool, and the thirty 
& land ſprings of water. And an high way 
„ ſhall be there——and it ſhall be called, the 
„Way of Holineſs :-—-—the way-faring men, 
„ though fools, ſhall not err therein.” By 
way-faring men, in this place, perſons of the 
meaneſt condition, as well as the meaneſt abi- 


lities, ſeem to be intended. Again, in the 


ſixty· firſt chapter, and the firſt verſe, the Meſſiah 
is prophetically introduced, as ſaying, The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me; becauſe the 
Lord hath anointed me to preach good tid- 

6 | « 1ngs 
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« ings unto the meek ; he hath ſent me to bind 
up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives, and the opening of the priſon 
to them that are bound.” What is here ren- 
dered, „He hath anointed me to preach good 
« tidings to the meek,” was, in the ancient 
copies, He hath anointed me to preach good 
e tidings, or the goſpel, to the poor ;” a ſlight 
variation having fince taken place, in the form 
af a ſingle letter. Accordingly, it is thus tranſ- 
lated in the Septuagint verſion of the Old Teſ- 
tament (4); and by St. Luke in his quotation 
of the paſſage, ch. iv. ver. 18. And it is highly 
probable, that there is in the text a direct and 
eſpecial reference to this paſſage. 


But Iſaiah doth not appear to be the only pro- 
phet, who hath touched upon the favour which 
ſhould be manifeſted, by the Chriſtian religion, 
to the loweſt ranks of men. In other parts of 
the Old Teſtament, there are places to the ſame 
purpoſe ; though, becauſe the diſcuſſion of them 
would lead us to fome critical inquiries which 
would take up too much of our time, we ſhall 
not mention them at-preſent. 

We may here add, that it is the general doc- 
trine of the prophetical writings, that the diſ- 


% eee eee 
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poor: but then it will be only in ſuch a man- 


161 


penſation of the Meſſiah would be calculated 
to enlighten, comfort, and bleſs every -condt- 
tion of mankind; the neceſſitous as well as the 
wealthy, the mean as well as the mighty. Since, 
therefore, our Saviour particularly addreſſed 
himſelf to the low and the indigent; and it was 
expreſsly foretold concerning him, that he ſhould 
do ſo, this is a confirmation of his divine miſ- 
ſion. It is one proof, among many others, thatjhe 
anſwered to the character and deſcription which 
had been given of him in the ancient predictions 
of the Old Teſtament ; and that he was, indeed, 


_ the Chriſt, 


But, in the ſecond place, independently of 
prophecy, the circumſtance itſelf of his preach- 
ing the goſpel to the poor, is an argument in 


| favour of his ſacred authority. The views of 


an impoſtor muſt undoubtedly be directed to his 
preſent advantage. His aim muſt be to gratify 
his vanity, his ſenſuality, his ambition, his ava- 
rice, or ſome other baſe and wicked paſſion. 
Now, in order the more effectually to ſucered 
in his worldly deſigns, he will naturally endea- 
vour to engage the affluent and the powerful in 


his cauſe. Should it, indeed, happen that he 


cannot get acceſs to the great, or obtain any in- 
fluence over them, he may have recourſe to the 


ner 
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ner as to make them inſtrumental of carrying on 
his iniquitous purpoſes, But there was nothing 
of this kind in the conduct of our bleſſed Savi- 
our. Had he been diſpoſed to render the com- 
mon people ſubſervient to any ſchemes of human 
grandeur, he might, conſidering the univerſal 
expectation which the Jews had then formed of 
a glorious temporal monarchy, and their ge- 
neral propenſity to rebel againſt the Romans, 
have done it with eaſe. Nay, we know that 
they actually intended to appoint him their 
king; and, if he had not eſcaped out of their 
way, they would have uſed force to oblige him 
to aſſume the title (c). Our Lord's addreſſing 
himſelf, therefore, to the poor, in the method 
in which he did addreſs them, is a ſtrong evi- 
dence that he could not be a deceiver. He ap- 
plied to them with no other view than to promote 
their happineſs. Inſtead of paying a particular 
courtſhip to the chief prieſts and the rulers, he 
rebuked them with the utmoſt ſeverity for their 
pride, their hypocriſy, their fraud, their covet- 
ouſneſs, and their oppreſſion ; while to the per- 
ſons who were in low and mean ſtations, he 
exerciſed peculiar humanity, compaſſion, and 
gentleneſs ; and, whenever they came to him 
for relief, he ſpake to them in terms of the moſt 


(e) John vi. 15. | 
B 4 endear- 
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© - endearing tenderneſs. Nor did he content him- 
ſilf barely with kind expreſſions, but difplayed 

his goodneſs in actions equally kind; inftantly 

| haſtening to their aſſiſtance, and working a vaſt 

| variety of miracles, in order to expel their 

pains, ſooth their ſorrows, and . for 

their neceſſities. 


| It was not their temporal diſtreſſes alone 
. which the Saviour drove away from them, or 
their temporal wants only which he ſupplied. 
N No, his mercy to the poor was manifeſted in in- 
| finitely more important inftances : ' it was mani- 
| feſted in holding out to them the words of life 
| and ſalvation. To them he communicated thoſe 
| facred lectures of truth, wiſdom, and duty, 
| which are the moſt valuable treafures of know- 
ledge that were ever revealed to the world. To 
them he rendered thoſe offers of pardon, which, 

to offending and guilty creatures, are fo abſo- 
lutely. neceſſary. To them he gave thoſe pro- 
miſes of a divine aſſiſtance which our own 

weakneſs, and the numerous temptations we 

are ſurrounded with, make ſo defirable and ſo 
uſeful to our perſeverance in holinefs. On them 
he conferred thoſe' glorious privileges of being 
the people and children of God, which confti- 
tute our higheſt honour and our ſincereſt joy. 
To them he opened that doFtrine of immortality 
| which 
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which is our moſt reviving cordial, our faireſt 
hape, our richeſt inheritance, All theſe great 
and mighty bleſſings hath Jeſus beſtowed upon 
the poor. He hath preached the goſpel to 
them; that goſpel, the diſtinguiſhing cha- 
rateriſtic of which it is that it contains glad 
tidings; the glad tidings of light, forgiveneſs, 
conſolation, and everlaſting happineſs; and 
which muſt be allowed to be the beſt tidings, 
and the moſt ſuitable to the neceſſities of man- 
kind, that were ever delivered. 


Our Lord did not, indeed, addreſs himſelf. 


to the poor excluſively of the rich: for his 
invitations were given to all ranks of men, and 
his religion was deſigned for the benefit of every 
one, whether high or low, who ſhould be diſ- 
poſed to receive it with a ſuitable temper of 
mind. But ſtill, during the courſe of his miniſ- 
try, he paid an eſpecial regard, and afforded 
the cleareſt marks of tenderneſs and condeſcen- 


fion, to the common people. He allowed for 


their infirmities, levelled himſelf to their capa- 
cities, and fully verified his own declaration, 
thay he came not to be miniſtered unto, but 
<.to miniſter (d).“ That the Saviour could have 


no baſe or {cl6b, or , ends, in the courle 


WT” Matte XX. 28. 
of 


L 26 J 


of action he purſued; that he neither could, nor 
did obtain any temporal advantage by preaching 
the goſpel to the poor, is plain from the whole 
tenour of his life and doctrine. On the contrary, 
he expoſed himſelf to difficulties and hardſhips, 
to contempt and reproach, to the rage and per- 
fecution of powerful enemies; and, at length, 
he deigned to ſuffer an ignominious death on the 
croſs. Since, therefore, our great Maſter could 
not have any ſecular views in offering the bleſ- 
ſings of his revelation to the poor, let us lay 
our hands upon our hearts, and aſk what are we 
to think of his character? Can we ſuppoſe that 
a perſon of ſo diſintereſted a diſpoſition, and 
who diſplayed ſuch a condeſcending regard to 
the meaneſt of mankind, in preference to the 
wealthy and the potent, was a Deceiver? We 
cannot, if we attentively reflect upon the matter, 
make ſuch a ſuppoſition, The circumſtance 
mentioned in the text doth, in itſelf, form 'a 
ſtrong preſumption, that Jeſus was, what he is 
declared in the New Teſtament to be, the Son 
of God, and the Saviour of the World. 


We may add, thirdly, that the conduct of 
the Redeemer, 1n preaching his goſpel to the 
poor, will appear extremely amiable, ' if we 
compare it with the conduct of other teachers, 
whether profane or ſacred, That ſeveral of 
10 the 
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the philoſophers were ſincere inquirers after 
truth, and deſigned, by their lectures and 
writings, to promote the advantage of their 
fellow-creatures, cannot reaſonably be doubted. 
It was not, however, uſual with the beſt of 
them, Socrates excepted, to addreſs their diſ- 
courſes to the common people. Cicero expreſſ- 
Iy tells us, That philoſophy is content with 
«a few judges, it being her nature ſtudiouſly 
* to avoid the multitude (e).“ The leaders of 
the ſchools, and heads of ſects, taught the 
tenets of their reſpective moral ſyſtems to none 
but the great, the wealthy, and ſuch as had a 
liberal education, Theſe alone they thought 
deſerving of being enlightened ; and looked 
upon the reſt of mankind as a ſtupid herd, who 
ought to be left in ignorance, and governed by 
ſuperſtition, 
The behaviour of our great Maſter was, alſo, 
very different from that of the Jewiſh doors 
in his own time. It was their character to de- 
ſpiſe the people; and they carried their arro- 
gance to ſuch an amazing height, that we are 
informed of their haying had a proverb among 


(e) Eſt enim philoſophia paucis contenta judicibus, 
multitudinem conſulto ipſa fugiens. 


Tuſcul, Quzſt. 1, 2. $ 1. 
them, 
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them, which deelared, that the ſpirit did not 
reſt upon any but a rich man (f). Need we 
ſay, that the temper of Chriſt, in conferring 
his extraordinary gifts upon the * was 
directly contrary? = 

Even the inſpired prophets of the Old Teſta- 
ment, were {ent much to kings and magiſtrates, 
and were greatly employed in meſſages and 
predictions which related to the riſe and fall of 
ſtates and empires: whereas the Son of God 
opened his ſcheme to illiterate fiſhermen, ad- 
dreſſed his ſacred leſſons to the multitude, 
made the happineſs of individuals bis care, 
and invited the meaneſt to partake of his doc- 
trine and his ſalvation, When, therefore, we 
compare the conduct of our Saviour with the 
conduct of other teachers, we ſee an excellence 
in his diſpoſition, and a condeſcenſion and 
benevalence in his deportment, which ſtrongly 
confirm our perſuaſion of his heavenly charac- 
ter, and his divine authority. 

We proceed to ſhew, 

Secondly, how ſuitable the Chriſtian diſpen- 
ſation is to perfons of the meaneſt underſtand- 
ing, and in the loweft ſituations. Out of a 
great variety of thoughts which might here be 
inſiſted upon, we ſhall ſelect ſuch a number 


mY 72 See Grotius upon the text. 
only, 
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only, as will be ſufficient to evince the truth of 
our propoſition. 

And, firſt, the ſuitableneſs of the goſpel to 
the poor, appears from the perſpicuity, plain- 
neſs, and force with which its principles and 
precepts are delivered. Allowing that, in the 
New Teſtament, there are ſome doctrines the 
whole of which we cannot entirely comprehend; 
and ſome reaſonings, eſpecially in the epittles 
of St. Paul, very difficult to be underſtood , 
the . obſervation doth not affect our general 
_ aſſertion. All rhe truths of holy writ which 
are eſſential, or even uſeful to our ſalvation, and 
all the commands reſulting from theſe truths, 
ate ſet before us in the cleareſt terms; and in 
a manner which is adapted to the moſt com- 
mon capacity. With regard to the doctrines 
of Chriſtianity, have not our bleſſed Lord and 
his apoſtles declared, in the plaineſt language, 
the unity, perfections, providence, and mo- 
ral government of God; the life to come, the 
general reſurrection of the dead, the laſt judg- 
ment, and other things of the higheſt import · 
ance to our eternal happineſs? As to the pre- 
cepts of the goſpel, are they not delivered with 
a clearneſs, eaſe, and conciſeneſs which, unleſs 
we are ſtrangely blinded and en, can not 
de * ? 


4s 


[ 14 J 


It is an additional and mighty ad vantage, that 
the declarations and dictates of the New Teſta- 
Ment are recommended and enforced by the 
abſolute authority of the Supreme Being. As 
this was an advantage which the philoſophers 
wanted, their labours were hence rendered of 
little effect. Not to mention that their ſyſtems 
and rules were founded. on the credit of reaſon- 
ings, which were far from being always con- 
cluſive, and which, when they were concluſive, 
were by no means capable of being univerſally 
comprehended; could they even have given a 
ſcheme of religion and morality that was eſta- 
bliſned on the moſt ſolid proofs, and expreſſed 
in the moſt perſpicuous manner; ſtill they 
would have had no ſufficient method of oblig- 
ing man to embrace it, as the director of their 
underſtandings and their conduct. The utmoſt 
they could have done, would be to argue, to 
exhort, and to perſuade; but to commanp, 
would have been wholly out of their power. 
Now, it is the excellence of our Saviour's reve- 
lation, that it neither reſts its doctrines and 
precepts on the foundation of abſtruſe and 
laboured arguments, which, however juſt, 
would not have been attended to by the gene- 
rality of mankind z nor merely on the clear and 
eaſy way in which they are expreſſed; but on 
. the 
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the: abſolute authority of God, and of his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, as being appointed, by a divine 
commiſſion, our teacher, lawgiver, and ſovereign. 
This is a method which is calculated to ſtrike 
upon every breaſt, and to influence every rank 
and condition of people. When the Supreme 
Being ſends forth his mandate; when our Lord 
ſpeaks in the name of the eternal Father, and 
confirms bis words by a mighty miracle, the 
loweſt underſtanding apprehends the meaning 
of the declaration, and feels the force of the 
command. Jt ſubmits, without difficulty, to 


what comes recommended in ſo cogent a man- 
ner. 


That the principles and duties of the goſpel 


are not ranged in an exact and ſyſtematic order, 
but are incidentally brought in, without regard 
to ſtrictneſs of method, is another great advan- 
tage to perſons of inferior capacities and ſta- 
tions. Some, who have hence objected to our 
holy religion, have only ſhewn their ignorance 
of human nature, The ſeemingly looſe way 
wherein the doctrines and precepts of the New 
Teſtament are exhibited, their mixture with 
hiſtory and facts, and their being occaſionally 
introduced, are the very things which conſti- 
tute their beauty and uſefulneſs; the very 
things which render them obvious and ſtriking 


\'; ro 
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to the meaneſt abilities: whereas, if they had 
been propoſed in a ſtrictly logical and rhetorical 
arrangement, they would have required an atten- 
tion that would have been extremely unſuitable 
to the bulk of mankind, and the reading of 
them would have been much lefs pleaſing. 
While the moſt beautiful regular compoſi- 
tion, after it hath been read a number of times, 
is apt to loſe its novelty, and to ceaſe from 
charming us as it did at firſt; the evangelical 
and apoſtolical writings derive, - among othet 
ſources, ſuch aneternal variety from the manner 
in which they are drawn up, that we are never 
ſatiated with the peruſal of them. 


The method, alſo, which Jeſus had of con- 
veying his inſtructions by ſimiles and patables, 
made his facred leſſons peculiarly affecting to 
the generality, and eſpecially to the pooreſt 
and meaneft, of his hearers. By borrowing his 
images and compariſons from the objects around 
him, and by thus addrefling to the ſenfes, as 
well as to the underſtandings of his auditory, 


he powerfully engaged their attention. Indeed, 
with reſpect to his limiles and parables, as they 
were admirably fitted for imparting truth to the 
mind, fo they were happily adapted for cauſing 
it to abide there, which is a circutnſtance of the 
laſt importance; fince it is much more difficult 

to 


1 


to make perſons feel. and retain religious doc- 
trines than to gain a ſpeculative aſſent to them. 
It might eafily be ſhewn, from various in- 
ſtances, that our Saviour's figurative way of 
communicating his heavenly lectures was ex- 
cellently calculated to fix in the ſoul a deep and 
laſting, impreſſion of the principles taught by 
him: but for the full proofs of our aſſertion, 
we can only refer you, at preſent, to the hiſtories 
of the evangeliſts. 

Secondly, The ſuitableneſs of the goſpel to 
the poor appears from its examples. The more 
we know of human nature, the more ſhall we 
be convinced of the efficacy of example. Ex- 
amples, as ſetting a lively picture before the 
lower ranks of men, are peculiarly adapted for 
their inſtruction and improvement. The pat- 
terns held out to us have that attractive and 
affecting excellency which belongs to our Lord's 


images and compariſons, of being an addreſs, 


not to the underſtanding only, but alſo to the 


ſenſes. Now, all the benefits which can ariſe 


from example may be met with in revelation. 


The crimes of the abandoned, the failings of 
the ſincerely pious, and the attainments of the 


eminently good, communicate a variety of im- 
portant truths and ſentiments, Doth not the 
treachery of Judas, for inſtance, ſtrongly ex- 
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hibit the danger of too cloſe an attachment to 
the world, the neceſſity of guarding againſt the 
firſt approaches of vice, the aggravated condem- 
nation which reſults from offending againſt 
ſuperior light, and the. miſery that inevitably 
attends a courſe of unrepented guilt? Doth not 
the fall of St. Peter, while it teaches us the 
folly and hazard of ſelf-confidence, and the 
importance of fleeing from temptation, call us 
to the duties of penitence, watchfulneſs, and 
prayer? 

But theſe are warnings, not patterns. On the 
other hand, the accompliſhments and graces of 
the diſtinguiſhingly holy are very inſtructive and 
engaging. The excellence of St. Peter, in other 
parts of his character, the beautiful ſimplicity 
and tender benevolence of St. John, and the 
wonderful attainments and virtues of St. Paul, 
by affording fine proofs of the temper and con- 
duct we ſhould ſtudy to cultivate and maintain, 
have a mighty tendency to allure and to affect 
our ſouls. 

But the particular, the ſupreme glory of the 


goſpel in this reſpect, ariſes from an example 


every way perfect, every way fitted to impreſs 
and attract the mind; and that is, the example 
of the bleſſed Jeſus. Do we want to know 


how it behoves us to act, in our paſſage to 


another 
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another world? we may clearly learn it from 
our Saviour's ſpotleſs pattern. Do we deſire 
to be informed how we ſhould deport ourſelves 
in the ſeaſon of affliction? we may eaſily diſ- 
cern it in his conſummate patience and forti- 
tude, Do we wiſh to preſerve a perſeverance 
in well-dbing, a ſteadineſs under temptations, 
a conſolation and courage in the day of diſtreſs 
and perſecution? we may imbibe them by 
conſulting the life of the Redeemer. His 
temper and behaviour not only tell us, in a 

manner adapted to the dulleſt capacity, what 
' ſhould be our own temper and behaviour, but 
engage us, by the ſtrongeſt ties, to a like diſ- 
poſition and practice. The reflection upon 
what our divine Maſter did and ſuffered, will 
be found more effectual than all the exhorta- 
tions of philoſophy; and, indeed, than any 
precepts ſeparately and independently conſider- 
ed. For the powerful impreſſion of the truths 
ariſing from his example, has an admirable 
tendency to purify the heart, and to carry us 
forward in the religious courſe. His virtues, 


manifeſted in his actions, diſpenſe leſſons ſo 


palpable to men of the meaneſt abilities and 
ſtations, as to ſtrike upon them at once, and to 
let them inſtantly behold “ what manner of 

C 2 e perſons 
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« perſons they ought to be, in all holy conver- 
&« ſation and godlineſs FE)” 

Thirdly, The ſuitableneſs of the goſpel to 
the poor, appears from its principles being 
communicated by a ſeries of facts. Examples 
are undoubtedly a ſpecies of facts: but we 
here more generally mean, beſides the patterns 
which are ſet us by intelligent beings, ſuch 
other incidents, whether relative to men or 
things, as are fitted for the conveyance of uſe- 
ful ſentiments. As facts hold out inſtructions 
more forcibly than words, the Supreme Go- 
vernor hath ſo ordered it, that the revelations 
of his will ſhould not merely contain a ſyſtem 
of doctrine and duty, but a hiſtory of his pro- 


vidential dealings with the children of Adam. 


He hath ſpoken to his reaſonable offspring by 
certain events, which have fallen out in his 
adminiſtration of the world; and by the way 
in which, according to their moral conduct, 
he hath treated nations or individuals. Now, 
this is a method of proceeding ſo well fitted to 
the meaneſt underſtanding, and to the loweſt 
condition of mankind, that it might juſtly be 
ſaid, * He may run that readeth it (h).“ Thus 
the accounts we have of the creation, the de- 
luge, the deſtruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, 


(g) 2 Peter, iii. 11. ) Habak. ii. 2, 


1 21 ] 


the behaviour of Jehovah to the Jews, and the 


proſperity or adverſity of that people, carry in 
them a variety of weighty leſſons. 


But to come to the New Teſtament: the 
events which relate to the bleſſed Jeſus com- 
municate important religious principles in a 
much ſtronger manner than could have been 
done by language alone. What a noble idea 
doth it afford us of the compaſſion of the 
eternal Father, when we reflect that his love 
to mankind was ſo great, as to ſend his Son 
for the purpoſes of their ſalvation! What an 
illuſtrious teſtimony do the miracles of Chriſt 
give of the divine power, and of his own ſu— 
pernatural authority! How evidently do they 
ſhew that he is to be believed in without heſi- 
tation, and obeyed with reſerve! How pro- 
digiouſly full of inſtruction, conſolation, and 
hope is the death of our Lord! How brightly 
doth it diſplay the truth of his miſſion, the 
excellency of his character, the certainty of 
the covenant of pardon and grace, together 
with all the other invaluable bleſſings which 
he hath revealed and diſpenſed to human crea- 
tures! Yes, the dying affection of our great 
Maſter, whether we conſider it as a confirma- 
tion of his ſacred goſpel, a noble pattern of 
ſuffering fortitude, the deciſive act of his obe- 
dience to the Father, or a ratification of forgive- 
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neſs to the truly penitent, abounds with the 
grandeſt, the moſt deſirable and rejoicing in- 
formations and diſcoveries. Do not, alſo, his 
reſurrection and aſcenſion furniſh an evidence 
of a future ſtate of immortality and glory, 
which is ſo far from depending on precarious 
conjectures and laboured reaſonings, that, by 
being rendered palpable to the ſenſes, it in- 
volves in it no obſcurity, and frees the mind 
from every degree of doubt ? 

Though I could wiſh to enlarge upon theſe 
thoughts, it muſt ſuffice to have only ſo far 
mentioned them, as may authorize me to ap- 
peal to every one of you, whether the events 
referred to are not better fitted to enlighten 


the loweſt capacities, and to impreſs religious 


ſentiments efficaciouſly upon the breaſt, than 
could, otherwiſe, have been done by the beſt 
compoſed ſyſtem of doctrine and duty. We 
ſhall juſt add, that the Lord's Supper, which 
is a-ſtanding fact, in commemoration of the 
death of Chriſt, is finely adapted to fix in the 
ſoul the moſt valuable truths and affections, 
While thoſe who are unacquainted with human 
nature may cavil at the inſtitution, ſuch as 
know the ſprings of the mental frame will ever 
admire the wiſdom of an ordinance, which hath 
the happieſt tendency to keep alive the prin- 

- ciples 
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ciples and diſpoſitions that are incumbent upon 
us, as the diſciples of Jeſus. 

Once more; fourthly, The ſuitableneſs of the 
goſpel to the poor appears from its conſolations, 
motives, and rewards. In ſuch a ſtate as the 
preſent, where we are ſurrounded with tempta- 
tions, and expoſed to afflictions; and where the 
larger numbers of mankind occupy the inferior 


ranks, ſo that they have not ability, opportu- 


nity, or leiſure, for cloſe inquiries and laboured 
deductions; it is of inexpreſſible importance to 
have thoſe comforts and aſſiſtances, which, as ſoon 
as propoſed, may be apprehended and felt in all 
their energy. Now, theſe are the very things which 
are diſpenſed to us by the Chriſtian revelation. The 
arguments which philoſophy affords, are by no 
means ſufficient to calm the generality of men, 
when they ſuffer under heavy calamities: nor, 
perhaps, would they uſually have much effect 
on perſons of a more refined and liberal educa- 
tion. However, with regard to the common 
people, what would it avail to tell them, in the 
period of diſtreſs, that the order of nature can- 
not be altered, that pain is no evil, or to men- 
tion the other topics upon which the Stoics in- 
ſiſted? But ſhould you lead them to the ſup- 
Ports of the goſpel ; to the declarations that all 
events, however diſtreſsful, ſhall conduce to 
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our real benefit; to the aſſurances of a ſuperior 
aid; to the conſideration that “ the afflictions 
of the preſent time are not worthy to be compa- 
red with the glory which ſhall be revealed,” and 
that they ſhall work © out for us a far more ex- 
cecding and eternal weight of glory (i):“ Should 
you point them to the courage and conduct of 
the eminent ſaints in former ages, and eſpecially 
to the matchleſs fortitude of that divine Re- 
deemer who, for the joy which was ſet before 
him, © endured the croſs, and deſpiſed the 
ſhame (&) ;” you would lead them to ſomething 
that is not only highly animating in its own na- 
ture, but which hath actually animated the 
weakeſt to endure a great fight of trials and ſuf- 
ferings, and enabled them to excel the moſt il - 
luſtrious characters of the pagan world. 

So, likewiſe, when temptations preſs hard upon 
mankind, will it much ſignify to talk to the 
lower ranks concerning eternal fitneſſes and re- 
lations, the dignity of moral rectitude, and the 
beauty of virtue? God forbid that I ſhould 
ſpeak with any view of depreciating matters 
which I think it extremely right and uleful, at 
proper ſeaſons, to inſiſt upon. But, in an hour 
of ſtrong allurements to ſin, they will not, they 
cannot, be ſo effectual as the motives of our 


holy religion. No, if you would propoſe what 


(i Rom. viii. 18, 2 Cor. iv. 17. (4) Heb. xii. 2. 
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is really fitted to work upon the human heart, 
what is really adapted to perſons of the meaneſt 
abilities and circumſtances, you muſt propoſe to 
them the promiſes of divine help, the privi- 
leges they enjoy by the goſpel, the victories 
which a firm belief in its principles hath obtain- 
ed in all ages, and the unparalleled conqueſts of 
the exalted Redeemer. Theſe noble aſſiſtances, 
which are diſplayed in the New Teſtament, en- 
able us, if they be properly made uſe of, to re- 
pel the fierceſt aſſaults; eſpecially, when we 
take into account the everlaſting crown of ho- 
nour and bleſſedneſs which awaits the perſever- 
ing diſciples of Jeſus. The proſpect of ſuch a 
glorious reſurrection, and ſuch an aſtoniſhing, 
ſuch an unſpeakable, ſuch an unmerited reward 
as Chriſtianity offers, may well make temporary 
evils ſeem ſo light and inſignificant, as to render 
us ſuperior to the warmeſt oppoſition in the way 
of our duty. Indeed, it 1s the excellence of the 
goſpel, that it addreſſes to all the paſſions of our 
frame; that it ſpeaks to our fears as well as to 
our hopes ; that it applies to our gratitude, our 
love, our ſhame, our deſire of applauſe, and to 
every other principle within us which is capable 


of being engaged in the cauſe of piety. It is the 


excellence of the goſpel, that the arguments 
urged by it, inſtead of being philoſophical re- 
finements, are ſuch weighty, affecting, and po- 

pular 
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pular conſiderations as may be apprehended and 
felt by the meaneſt of mankind. 

I cannot diſmiſs the ſubject without obſerving, 
that the Chriſtian. diſpenſation is ſuitable, in all 
the reſpects we have mentioned, to the great 
and the wealthy. The great and the wealthy are 
not naturally endued with better underſtandings 
than the poor; and though their opportunities 
for improvement may be ſuperior, it frequently 
happens, that, in conſequence of their not mak- 
ing a right uſe of them, their intellectual and 
moral powers are far from being duly cultivated, 
They do, therefore, equally ftand in need of 
a doctrine which 1s plain, obvious, and ſtriking, 
to every capacity. 

Nay, we may add, that the moſt profound 
philoſophers, and the moſt learned men, will de- 
rive more advantage, ſatis faction, and certainty 
from the goſpel, with regard to ſome of the 
grand articles of religion, than they could be 
able to do from the cloſeſt reſearches and reaſon- 
ings of their own minds. After their moſt accu- 
rate examination of things, it 1s in the goſpel that 
they will find the cleareſt knowledge, the firmeſt 
ſupports,” and the nobleſt proſpects. Every day 
they will be more and more ſenſible how much 
they are indebted to the revelation of Jeſus; and 


a few declarations of the New Teſtament, upon 
| any 


1 

any important religious ſubject, eſtabliſned, as 
the authority of the New Teſtament is, upon ir- 
refragable evidence, will appear more valuable 
than all the arguments of human wit. Nor wall 
they think thus becauſe they undervalue the 
faculties which God hath given them ; or be- 
cauſe they deſpiſe, or even deem lightly of any 
of the methods by which truth is communicated 
to the world : but becauſe a repeated peruſal of 
the writings of the apoſtles and evangeliſts, 
Joined with a compariſon of them with the beſt 
productions of antiquity, will have convinced 
them that Chriſtianity 1s the ſureſt ſpring of light 
and hope, conſolation and happinels. 


And now, from what hath been ſaid, we 
may perceive, in the firſt place, that God is the 
friend and benefactor of all ranks of men, with- 
out exception. That the Supreme Being hath 
manifeſted, in this world, the ſame real regard 
for the low which he has done for the high; and 
that. he hath as amply provided for their wel- 
fare, will be evident upon an attentive conſi- 
deration of the matter. Were we, indeed, to 
judge of the condition of mankind merely by 
external appearances, we might be ready to ima- 
gine, that the ſuperior ſtations are much more 
happy than the inferior ones. The rich are ſur- 
rounded by ſo many conveniencies, have fo 


many 
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many things at their command, and can fo 
eaſily gratify their deſires, that we can ſcarcely 
help looking upon their ſtate as vaſtly preferable 
to that of the poor. But if we fairly examine 
the truth of the caſe, there will not be found 
ſuch a prodigious difference as is, at the firſt 
view, apparent. Though Divine Wiſdom hath 
ſeen fit to conſtitute a conſiderable inequality in 
the degrees and orders of men, the ſame inequa- 
lity is not made in their happineſs. In the 


grand eſſentials even of temporal felicity, the 


Poor are upon a level with the rich. They have 


the ſame enjoyment from health, the ſame ſatis- 


faction from the indulgence of their natural 
appetites: nay, as their health is not impaired 
by indolence, but improved by exerciſe; and 
as their appetites are not palled by luxury, but 
whetted by labour, their pleaſures, in this re- 
ſpect, are often greater. Indeed, the advan- 
tages which the wealthy partake of, are not 
felt and enjoyed by them with ſo keen a reliſh as 
we may be apt to imagine. By long uſe, their 
ſuperb habitations, their capacious and beauti- 
ful gardens, their ſplendid equipages, their 
numerous attendants, are regarded with the ut- 
moſt indifference; ſo that it is only our being 
unacquainted with the ſtate of their minds, which 
inclines us to ſuppoſe, that a peculiar happineſs 
is annexed to their condition, 


But 
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But however the matter may be with relation 
to the preſent life, can we ſay that God is not 
the friend and benefactor of the lower, as well 
as of the higher ranks, when he hath conferred 
upon the lower ranks the moſt important bleſ- 
ſings of his goodneſs; when he hath given 
them thoſe ſpiritual mercies which inſure their 
ſolid, their ſupreme, and everlaſting welfare? 
Hath he not ſhewn his condeſcenſion, kindneſs, 
and impartiality towards them, in the whole of 
the Chriſtian diſpenſation? Nay, did he not 
beſtow upon them diſtinguiſhed honour, in ap- 


pointing them to be the inſtruments of ſpreading 


the religion of Jeſus among the nations? What 
though the poor are not ſurrounded by ,the 
affluence, the ſplendours, and the dignities of 
life? They are encompaſſed with infinitely 
nobler and more valuable benefits. They are 
rendered partakers of the inſtructions and privi- 
leges of the goſpel, and are called to be heirs 
of the kingdom of Heaven. They may, there- 
fore, be well aſſured, that God is as much their 
God, their Guardian, and their Father, as he 


is of the reſt of mankind, Hence we may diſ- 
cern, 


Secondly, That it 1s extremely ſinful to de- 
ſpiſe the poor. Some, who are favoured with 
the gifts of fortune, and raiſed to the ſuperior 
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ranks of life, look with ſuch contempt on thoſe 
who are below them, that they are almoſt ready 
to regard them as beings of another ſpecies. 
But a temper of this kind is highly unreaſonable 
and wicked, What are the mighty advantages, 
on account of which the great and the powerful 
are apt to ſwell with pride and haughtineſs ? 
Are they not advantages which are totally 


- foreign to their inward worth? Are they not 


even the meaneſt of external advantages? For 
as to ſtrength, health, and beauty, in what 
reſpect are the rich better than the poor? They 
do not poſſeſs a more athletic vigour of conſti- 
tution, a ſounder temperament of body, or an 
exacter ſymmetry of form; but, perhaps, may 
be much inferior in regard to theſe benefits. 
And then, as to the endowments of the mind, 
can they boaſt a finer genius, or quicker capa- 


cities, than their neighbours ? 


But the Almighty, beſides providing for the 
the low, as fully as for the high, in the moſt 
eſſential parts of temporal happineſs, hath in- 
vited the poor to the bleſſings and honours of 
the goſpel. They are become © heirs of God, 
and joint heirs with Chriſt (J).“ Hence St. 


Paul, ſpeaking of Oneſimus, who was a ſlave, 
exhorts his maſter Philemon to receive him, not 


(1) Rom. viii, 17. 


only 
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only as a ſervant, © but above a ſervant, a bro- 
te ther beloved (n).“ Hence, likewiſe, St. James 
obſerves, ©* Hath not God choſen the poor of 
ce this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the 
e kingdom which he had promiſed to them that 
« love him (u)?“ 

Be far, therefore, O ye wealthy! from de- 
ſpiſing thoſe who are, equally with yourſelves, 
the rational off-ſpring of the Supreme Being, 
the objects of his favour, and partakers of the 
heavenly calling! However contemptibly you 
may now treat them, the period will arrive, 
when, if they have been ſincerely pious and 
virtuous, they ſhall be owned and applauded by 
the eternal Father, and the exalted Saviour. 
The period will arrive, in which every diſtinc- 
tion being levelled to the ground, but that 
which ariſes from inward goodneſs, Wey ſhall 
be crowned with glory ; while you, if ye have 
died in unrepented guilt, ſhall be loaded with 
infamy, and conſigned to deſtruction. What, 
ſhall thoſe be the objects of your ſcorn, to 
whom God and Chriſt have manifeſted ſuch an 
eſpecial regard? It would, ſurely, be the 
height of inſolence and impiety. 

Thirdly, The poor may learn, from what 
hath been ſaid, to be contented with the ſtation 


(n) Philemon, ver. 16. () James ii. 5. 
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in which Providence hath placed them. As 
the rich are too ready to indulge a haughtineſs 
of diſpoſition, ſo perſons in low circumſtances 
are too apt to repine and murmur at their con- 
dition. But this, my friends, is a temper 
very unſuitable to the ſubmiſſion and acquie- 
ſcence which you owe to the wiſe and gracious. 
Governor of the univerſe. And it is a temper 
which there is very little reaſon for, confidering 
the infinitely important benefits which you enjoy. 
Though you are not entitled to the pomp, the 
parade, and the poſſeſſions of the preſent world, 
you are entitled to a wealth, an inheritance, 
and a glory, inexpreſſibly more valuable, De- 
ſpiſing, with ſuch hopes, and ſuch proſpects, 
the gaudy vanities of life, you may remain 
eaſy and ſatisfied in that humble ſtation, which 
God hath marked out for you; ſecure in this, 


that the virtues which you mow exerciſe in 


filence and obſcurity, will, one day, be acknow- 
ledged and rewarded, by your benevolent Cre- 
ator, in the face of men and angels. 

Would you fee a fine example of the manner 
in which you ought to walk, look to the beha- 
viour of St. Paul. He was vaſtly ſuperior to 
yourſelves in attainments and graces; and he 
was expoſed to much ſuperior evils. He was 
expoſed not to poverty alone, but to the utmoſt 

| ſeverity 
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ſeverity of diſtreſs; and the fierceſt fury of per- 
ſecution; and yet, with a view to the honours 
and benefits derived from the goſpel, he could 


ſay, © I have learned, in whatſoever ſtate J am, 
« therewith to be content (o).“ 


But I can point you to a higher pattern till ; 
the. pattern of our Bleſſed Saviour, Notwith- 
ſtanding the unequalled dignity and excellence 
of his character, he ſubmitted, with conſummate 
refignation and chearfulneſs, to the meaneſt 
circumſtances. © Though he was rich, yet for 
«your ſakes he became poor (ↄ);“ and endured 
the ſharpeſt ſufferings, without a complaining 
word, or an impatient ſentiment. Having, 
therefore, ſo beautiful, ſo engaging, ſo divine 
a picture to copy from, be perſuaded to attain, 
as much as poſſible, its complete likeneſs, 

Fourthly, The poor may ſee, from the doc- 
trine of the text, that religion is not above them. 
That religion is above them, is a notion which 
is too often taken up by perſons in low ſtations. 
They are ready to ſuppoſe, that, as their time 
is ſo much, and ſo neceſſarily, employed in 
providing for their ſubſiſtence, they have not 
leiſure, and that it will not be required of them, 
to mind the concerns of their ſalvation. But 


(e) Philip. iv. 11. (p) 2 Cor. viii. 9. 
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out their, duty in the cleareſt words; and which 
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this is a moſt unhappy and dangerous miſtake. . 
For there are virtues ſuited to their ſituations, 
which they are under the ſtricteſt obligation to 
cultivate. Indeed, they can have no excuſe to 
plead for the neglect of their ſpiritual and eter- 
nal intereſts; becauſe they enjoy that. goſpel, 
which is exactly adapted to their neceſſities; 
which affords, in the plaineſt language, the 
knowledge and comfort they want; which points 


urges them to the practice of it, by motives 
and aſſiſtances that can calily be erde 
and powerfully felt. 

Be perfuaded, therefore, ye my, PIES, EY ; 
Providence hath placed in meaner ranks of life 
than ſome of the reſt of your fellow - creatures, 
to behave according to the advantages with 
which you are favoured. Lou have ſouls to 
ſave, as. Preciqus, as immortal, as. the ſouls. of 
the greateſt dignitaries upon earth; and you 
haye the tevelation af Jeſus, Chriſt to help you 


| forward, in, this. infinitely momentous object. 
With ſuch. inftructions, with ſuch, aids, as are 


there ler, before you, you. can. have no apology 
for diſregarding the. concerns of another world. 
Let me, then, beſeech you, inſtantly to engage 
in the ſecuring of your eternal ſalvation. In 
applying, with, all your heart, and mind, and 
4 ſtrength, 
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ſtrength, to the purſuit of piety and goodneſs, 
you will experience the nobleſt ſatisfaction. If 
ye be devout, modeſt, temperate, contented, 
and obedient in general to the divine will; if 
ye be rich in faich and holineſs, you will aſſur- 
edly find, that, though you are poor in this 
world, God, who is no teſpecter of perſons, 
will highly honour, and „ reward you at 
the day of judgment. 

Once more, fifthly, Since the goſpel 4s ſo 
happily ſuited to perſons of all conditions, we 
ſhould frequently peruſe, and diligently ſtudy 
it ourſelves; atid ſhould endeavour to promote 
the knowledge of it among others. Such an 
invaluable treaſure being put into our hands, 
would it not be ſhameful, would it not be 
wicked, to let it lie by us, without making uſe 
of it? The New Teſtament can only be of 
ſervice to us by being read with care, and re- 
flected upon with ſeriouſneſs. The conſtant per- 
uſal of it is of much higher importance and 
utility, than the peruſal of any other books, 
though of a religious nature. Allowing, which 
muſt certainly be allowed, that there are a 
variety of extremely beneficial works upon ſpi- 
ritual ſubjects; our chief attention ſhould ſtill 
be fixed on thoſe facred writings, the diftinguiſh- 
ing characteriſtie of which it is, that they are able 
to render us wiſe unto ſalvation. As it is to be 

| D 2 feared, 
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feared, that many profeſſing, and even ſincere 


Chriſtians, do not maintain that conſtant cor- 
reſpondence with the Holy Scriptures which is 
incumbent on them, I would earneſtly exhort 
them to correct ſo pernicious an error. I would 
earneſtly exhort them to pay a greater regard to 
the words of God than to the words of men; to 
conſider the Bible as the only ſtandard of 8 ir 


faith, and the only authentic rule of their lives 3 


and to look there for their inſtruction, conſola- 
tion, hopes, and proſpects. When we reflect 
that, by ſuch a courſe of action, they will be 
growing in wiſdom, in holineſs, in charity; 
and that they will be training up for the king- 


dom of complete and endleſs light, purity, har- 


mony, and bleſſedneſs; can any perſuaſions be 
neceſſary to urge them to a conduct which will 
be attended with effects ſo unſpeakably benefi- 
cial and delightful ? | 


Nor ſhould. we only read the goſpel eln. 
but be ſolicitous to encourage an acquaintance 
with it among others. We ſhould endeavour, 
as far as in us lies, to render. the knowledge of 
what is ſo inexpreſſibly excellent and important 


as widely extended as poſſible: and there will 
be found the greateſt reaſon for the utmoſt 
exertion of our zeal in this reſpect, when we 


conſider the vaſt multitudes, who have not the 


means, without extraordinary. aid, of coming 
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at the invaluable treaſures contained in the | 
ſacred records. It muſt ſtrike every lover 
of Jeſus and of ſouls witlr concern, that the 


revelation ſo admirably deſigned and adapted 


for the benefit of the poor, ſhould, by their 


very poverty itſelf, and the other diſadvantage- 
ous circumſtances attending their ſituations, 


be withheld from them. This, ſurely, is a 


caſe which calls, if any thing can, for our 
friendly interpoſition, and compaſſionate aſſiſt- 


ance. To relieve thoſe who are in the affecting 
condition we have ſpecified, is the purpoſe of 
« The Society in Scotland for propagating 
« Chriſtian Knowledge in the Highlands and 
Nandi, and for ſpreading the Goſpel among 


* the Indians in America;” and the bare men- 


tion of the deſign carries along with it the 


ſtrongeſt recommendation. It muſt appear, 


on the very face of it, to be one of the moſt 


laudable and important ſchemes that can ſolicit 
our protection and favour. Indebted as we are 
to the goſpel of Chriſt, deriving from thence 


our firmeſt hopes, our ſublimeſt comforts, and 


* 


our views of eternal bleſſedneſs; in what can 
we better teſtify our gratitude for the rich 
mercy. which our Maker hath ſhed upon us, 
than in being anxious that others may partake 


D 3 engage 


of FP ſame mercy? In what work can we 
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engage which is equally honourable and "Y 
ful? | 
The peculiar i importance od neceſſity of the 
inſtitution before you, muſt, upon the moſt 
tranſient ſurvey of the unhappy ſituation of the 
perſons who, have been its prime objects, be 
apparent to every diſcerning. and beneyolegt 
mind, The inhabitants of the remoteſt north- 
ern parts of Britain, and of the circumjacent 
iſlands, long laboured under every poſſible tem- 
poral and ſpiritual diſadvantage.. As their 
country was interſeted and divided by moun» 
tains, rivers, gwphs, bays, and arms of the 
ſea, and had not the proper methods of com- 
© munication, they were precluded from an 
intercourſe with their civilized neighbayrs. 
The, means of internal improvement were, ob- 
ſtructed by the barrenneſs of the ſoil, the ſeve- 
rity of the climate, and a poverty which was 
not accompanied with a ſpirit of induſtry. 
This ſtate of rudeneſs and barbarity was foſtered 
and increaſed by ſuch a prevalence of the feudal 
ſyſtem, in its worſt and moſt rigorous forms, 
as rendered the natives, little leſs than the abſo- 
lute ſlaves, in their properties, their bodies, 
and their minds, to the chieftains of their ſe- 
veral clans. With regard to religion, numbers 
of them were either brought up in a. pagan 
b. igno- 


9. 

ignorante, or held in ſubjection by the abſurd 
tenets, the abject ſuperſtitions, and the tyran- 
nical impoſitions of the church of Rome (4). 
la this reſpect, as well as others, their condi. 
tion was very different from, and vaſtly be- 
neath that of their brethren in the low lands; 
where the inferior ranks are remarkably diſ- 
tinguiſhed from the common people of moſt 
nations, by 5 „ with the Scrip- 
mn. I 

Such, for a great length oi time, was the 
reciddd ſtate of our fellow-ſubjects in the north 
of Scotland; and the attempts to remedy it 
were partial; defective, and inefficacious. But, 
at the opening of the preſent century, a wiſe, 
rational, and permanent plan was formed for 
eſtabliſhing charity ſchools in the Highlands 
and Iſtands; and methods were uſed for pro- 
curing a fund towards carrying into execution 
fo valuable a deſign (). The proceedings of 
the Society, by the bleſſing of Divine Provi- 
dence, have been attended with very conſider- 
able ſucceſa. Having been encouraged by two 
royal patents, and ſupported by the legacies, 
benefactions, and ſubſcriptions of pious and 
_ well-diſpoſed Chriſtians, it hath arrived to a 
"4 Nase of great and extenſive utility. The Society 


(s) See the large Ave of the Society, p., 2. 
(e) Ibid. p. 4. 
| D 4 hath 
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hath three objects in view, each of which, 
ſingly and ſeparately conſidered, is ſo highly 
important, that to promote it might well de- 
mand our warmeſt: patronage, our moſt cheer- 
The firſt of theſe 
objects is to train up the rude and ignorant in- 


| habitants of the Highlands and Iflands, in the 


knowledge and principles of the Chriſtian and 
Proteſtant religion; the ſecond is, that they 
may be formed to the induſtrious exerciſe of 
agriculture, handicrafts, manufactures, and 


other uſeful arts of life; and the third is, the 


ſpreading of the goſpel among the Indians i in 
America. Upon the laſt of theſe heads, I ſhall 
not at preſent particularly inſiſt. For though I 
conſider it as a matter of unſpeakable moment; 
though I moſt ſincerely wiſh, and fervently 
pray, that the Light and Truth of Jeſus may 
be communicated to every dark and ſavage 
gentile nation; though I think that ſuch a 
icheme ought to be purſued with the utmoſt 
aſſiduity and ardour ; though I do cordially re- 
Joice in the ſucteſs, which, by the means of Dr. 
Daniel Williams's bequeſt (9, and ſome far- 


(:) This gentleman, ha was 2 Aifeming clergyman in 
London, left certain lands and tenements to the Society, 
for the ſpecific purpoſe of n the converſion of In- 
fdel countries. | 

ther 
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ther aids, the Society hath had i in proclalming 
the Saviour's name among the Indian tribes; 
though I ſhould be thankful for increafing 
ſucceſs and ſupport in this reſpet; I am, 
nevertheleſs, ſtill perſuaded, that the other parts 
of the plan, while, at leaſt, there is ſo much 
room and ſo much neceſſity for aſſiſtance in 
them, are the more direct and principal objects 
of our concern. And, indeed, I cannot eaſily 
conceive of objects which call in ſuch loud 
and pathetic terms for our compaſſion and bes 
nevolence., There are now, in the ſeveral ſchools 
of the ſociety, nearly eight thouſand children of 
both ſexes. Theſe 8000 children are refcued 
from pagan darkneſs or Popiſh bigotry; and 
are put into the way of becoming en- 
lightened Chriſtians, true Proteſtants, uſeful 
and happy members of the community, peace- 
ful and loyal ſubjects af a free government, 
and heirs of eternal bleſſings. When, beſides 
theſe 8000, we contemplate the numbers who 
have already been inſtructed, during the courſe 
gf the century; and the much larger numbers, 
who, we truſt, will be inſtructed in future 
years, what a noble ſcene preſents itſelf to the 
imagination! It is a ſcene which a feeling mind 
cangot look upon without rapture. Neither 

can 


of fill more Kberal and effectual fupport. I ſee 
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can we reflect upon it, without being inſpired 
with the warmeſt zeal for the ſupport of that 


\$baritable inſtitution which points us to ſo grand 
- and rejoicing} a proſpect ; which confers fuch 
prodigious benefits on public | ſociety; and on 


private perſons.” For what can be a; greater 


advantage to public ſociety, than to baye it 


compoſed of men who, inſtead of living in 
idleneſs and tapine, or attempting to deſtroy 
the peace and liberty of their common country, 
ſhall cultivate the ground, practiſe the uſeful 
arts, open new ſources of commerce, and con- 
tribute to the riches, the proſperity, and the 
defence of the nation to which they belong? 


And as to private perſons, what language can 


exprefs the value of being refcued from igfto- 
rance, indigence, and ſtavery; of being rendered 
induſtrious, ſober, juſt, holy, and devout; of 
enjoying the comforts and pleaſures of ſocial 


life, and the privileges and hopes of the gof- 
pel; in ſhort, of being happy here, and infi- 


pitely happy hereatter ? 

But thongh much 2064 hath bins ths: and 
much, we hope, will continue to be done, there 
1, nevertheleſs, a great deal which remains to 
be accompliſhed, and the ſociety ſtands in need 


with 
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with concern, that it is by no means. capable of 
carrying its excellent e fully into execu- 
tion. 

It has been found neceſſary to drop the ſchook 
in ſome places; and it has never been in the 
power of the Committee of Directors to orett 
them in a large number of other places, where 
they are greatly wanted. This is a caſe the more 
deeply to be lamented, as Popery is extremely 
prevalent in many parts of the country.' And 
what muſt grieve every real Proteſtant is, that 
this degrading and baneful ſuperſtition, which, 
among other evils, withholds the foriptures from 
the poor, | increaſes to an alarming degree. At 
the fame” time, the funds of the ſociety are not 
ſafficient'toprocure miſſionaries and ſchoolmaſters 
of ſuch education and knowledge as ſhall qualify 
them for oppoſing, with due advantage and fuc- 
ceſs, the pernicious defigns of the Popiſh emif- 
ſaries (F). It is, therefore, moſt earneftly to be 
wiſhed, that the Directors were enabled to give 
| appointments which ern induce young on 


) This information the Author received from Mo, 
Mackintoſh, Secretary to the, Correſpondent Board in Lon - 
don; Whoſe ſycceſpful afliduity and zeal ig, promoting the 
benevolent deſigns, of the ſociety, entitle him to the peculiar 
approbation of the Dire or. 
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ers, or other perſons of conſiderable talents, to 

artend in thoſe parts where the ſeminaries of the | 
church of Rome are eſtabliſhed. But as this/ 
can only be effected by an increaſe of ſubſcrip- 

tions and benefactions to the charity, it is a-miat- 
ter which, I am perſuaded, you will take into 
ſerious and affectionate conſideration, Our 
love to our native country, our love to the un- 

corrupted religion of Jeſus, ee demands it 
at our hands. 


Thus, in whatever view we refle&t upon the ob. 
ject before us, new arguments riſe up in its fa- 
vour; and I might go on to recommend it by 
additional motivrs,: I might endeavaur to open 
all the ſprings of tenderneſs, compaſſion, and 
benevolence in your breaſts: but when I con- 
ſider the manifeſt importance and excellence of 
the inſtitution which now claims our attention, I. 
cannot think it neceſſary to uſe many exhortations, 
in order to engage your generous contributions. 
To imagine that many exhortations are neceſſary, 
would be doing i injury to your characters. It would 
be ſuppoling that you have no affection for your 
ſfelloy- creatures and fellow - ſubjects, no regard for 
their temporal and eternal intereſts, no value for 
the goſpel, no gratitude for the ineſtimable be- 
nefits 100 enjoy by J cſus Chriſt. But Lam 

ſure 
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ſure that the better diſpoſitions which animate 
your ſouls have; this day, brought you hither. 
You love the ſcriptures ſo well, and have, I 
truſt, felt ſo much of their power upon your 
own hearts, that you will be extremely ſohcitous 
for their honour, and will eagerly ſeize the op- 
portunity of ſpreading abroad the light of life. 
Is it not delightful to think upon, that, by the 
bleſſing of the Almighty on your charity, the in- 
habitants of the moſt diſtant corners of Britain 
and the Britiſh iſles will be civilized and en- 
lightened; and that they will be praiſing the 
Father of Mercies, for the riches of his grace, 
diſpenſed to them by your bounty? Permit me 
to indulge the tranſporting proſpect, that, by 
the enlargement of that bounty, there will not, 
at length, be a ſingle place in the country which 
is left deſtitute of the means of inſtruction and 
improvement; not a ſingle place in the country 
but what rejoices in knowledge, in cultivation, 
in induſtry, in ſocial happineſs, in the poſſeſſion 
of the goſpel, and the hopes of immortality. | 
The ſacrifices I now recommend are the ſacri- 
fices with which God is well pleaſed ; which he 
will highly approve and bountifully reward. 
Such ſacrifices it will be your joy to offer; and 
it is my fervent prayer, that, under the influences 


of 


1 final and complete bleſſedneſs in the realms of 
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of the Holy Spirit, your hearts may be opened, 
on the preſent occaſion, in a manner becoming 
{ thoſe who have areal regard for the glory of theif 
= Creator, the intereſt of their Redeemer, the rem- 
i poral welfare of their countrymen, and their 


eternal light, purity, and perfection. Amen! 


* 
LY 


No — — 
6 — Mm 
4 — 2 * 
* 1 * 
- Mi * 4 
— — 
——_— . » ö — 
— — —— 
—— — 
— — — — — - 


© — 
* — — — — 
2 = 4 — — 
- 4. — 
— — — 
1 * 
— — — — — — ——— . . 22 444 - 


= — — — — 


—— — — — 
= 


— 


———— 


— 


— — 


- — — 
— — — — —— _ — 
- * * 5 


